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FIECT HON 


MUST BOOKS 
February 20 


Vance, Ethel WINTER MEETING - Little, Brown 
$2.50 
Ethel Vance's name will carry this rather slight novel into higher sales 
brackets than it would have achieved otherwise. It is good reading - but leaves no 
sense of satisfaction, merely an appreciation of_go00d craftsmanship in handling a 
somewhat difficult theme. It is the story of "l'affaire Grieve" as Stacy, who made a 
business of the social gesture, termed it, as he pondered its inconsistencies and 
preened himself a bit on being responsible for initiating it. To be sure, when he 
invited Susan, he asked her as a partner for himself, observer at the antics of youth 
in the form of a returned hero, "Slick" Novak, and his lovely secretary, Peggy. But 
Fate took a hand, and it was Susan that Novak chose - and from one unpredictable night, 
"“Liaffatre” led to the seclusion of the Grieve homestead near New London — and to 
heartbreak for Susan, who cloaked it well, on her return, with gay new feathers. So 
r far ~ nothing off the beam. The unusual aspects of the matter lay in Novak's reason 
for withdrawal ~ a reason Susan accepted at the end with a renunciatory gesture, for 
she had little understanding and no sympathy for Novak's confession of a calling which 
she thought a second death - the life of a priest of a church she instinctively shunned 
eee. The market for the book must be keyed to some extent on two obstacles - ultra- 
conservatives may object to the moral aspects (cautiously handled though they are) - 
while some Catholics may resent the evident intolerance, and the insinuations against 
a man destined for the priesthood. 


These rank above the level of the commonplace 


IN THE BLAZING LIGHT, by Max White (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) is sound biographical 

fiction; MRS. PALMER'S HONEY by Fannie Cook (Doubleday) is a challenging novel of labor 

and the Negro; PANAMA PASSAGE by Donald Chidsey (Doubleday) has a wholly new background, 

the building of the Panama Canal, There's a new Lockridge (Lippincott) - always good [ 
news. See pages following for reviews. 


t 
| PROBLEHATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 
i 

January 28 | 


Nablo, James Benson THE LONG NOVEMBER Dutton 
$2.50 
Definitely above average - and should not be sold as a war book, although 
it is the story of a G.I. Joe and set in the frame of a dangerous assignment in a 
‘ bombed town in Italy. Wounded before he accomplishes his mission, Joe lies there, 
| c | accepting as assured his return to the states for hospitalization, and seeing that as 
i the start of a new and better life, with his mistakes behind him. And then he looks 
| back - highlighting the Novembers of a life that was woven around successive attempts 
to achieve the standing - financially, socially ~ that would entitle him to marriage 
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with Steffie, a girl he had loved since school days. It's been a trial and error sort 
of life, full of false values, as he tried bootlegging and crooked deals as ways to 
"get rich quick". It's been a life built on shifting sands - his worship of Steffie 
the one stable thing in his life, and that marred by false pride. The final break came 


when she declared she preferred poverty to fear and shame. Then came the war - and 
again Steffie and hope was the star before him. Vividly done - with a feel of realism 





plus romance. 
January 30 v 
Kelland, Clarence Budington LAND OF THE TORREONES ; Harper 
$2.50 


"The Four Corners", - where Arizona, Utah, New Mexico and Colorado touch 
at a moment of isolation, forms the setting for an approved formula novel, in CBK 
specialty vein. Mild-mannered hero and self-willed girl bicker through a search for 
primitive relics and the mineral, molybdenum. Mike has denied Kelsey's plea to be one 
of the party, but her father backs her up - and the race is on. She always wears dark 
glasses to conceal eyes that are continually misunderstood by men, and revels in the 
impersonal attention she receives. In the determination to reach the objective before 
their competitors, they pick up one Cavendish, who - when they make their goal -— turns 
out to be an escaped Nazi prisoner, who has used their party to help his fellow escapees 
to freedom, and who seizes control. But Mike, successful in the purpose of the expedi- 
tion, begins to measure up to Kelsey's qualifications - routs the Nazis - and brings 


the girl to heel. Rentals largely. 


February 7 
Cook, Fannie MRS. PALMER'S HONEY Doubleday, Doran 
$2.50 
* Winner of the George Washington Carver award, this is a novel which treats 


Negroes as people going through the sometimes painful process of growth and adjustment. 

Viewed as a labor novel, it achieves to much greater extent the goals which Piper 

Tompkins by Ben Field (see P. 531) failed to reach. And yet the focus of the novel is 

not on the labor elements, but on the transformation of "Mrs. Palmer's Honey", -— name- 
less, efficient, unobtrusive maid ina St. Louis household - into Honey Hoop, socially 
conscious war worker, sister of Lamb, labor organizer for C.I.C. and eventually wife | 
of Ben Boston, successful Negro mortician. Honey was "Big Mama's best child" - but 

she rebelled against the strictures of the household, the withdrawal of her sister 
Carmen, a teacher who hated her dark skin, the heedlessness of her older sister, Eutha- 
lia, who was mother to a numerous progeny, but never found a man to stick to her, - and 
the acceptance of Snake, whose hatred for the whites dominated a rootless life, in and 
out of jail. Something in her was drawn to Snake - but it was Snake's betrayal of the 
one white man Honey revered that severed the tie and freed her, not only from Snake 

but from the life as Mrs. Palmer's Honey. One follows Honey's struggle upward with a 
warm sympathy. At times, Fannie Cook speaks through Honey - at times through Lamb and 
Bob and Gloria. But most of the time, the reader feels a déep understanding, an inte- 
grity of interpretation, as an aware group of Negroes, striving to find the common 
ground on which they can stand for their rights and privileges as citizens, use the 
facilities that the CIO and Political Action Committee share with them to make a place 
for themselves itn a community that attempts to sustain the policy of segregation and 
discriminatio... 


February 7 


Williams, Valentine COURIER TO MARRAKESH Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.50 ( 
War backdrop for a prewar patterned story of espionage engagements as | 
Andrea, girl alone in Morocco, gets used by an Italian Countess as go-between, and 
finds herself in the middle of a Nazi spy ring-and murder. Believed to be the owner 





-nipresent John. The work at the bank suffers as his personal life intrudes, his criti 





































December 15, 1945 Fiction -546- 


of a dossier on Hitler, Andrea is kidnapped, brought to clubfooted Nazi headman Grundt 
- and rescued through the efforts of English Nick and Hank, U. S. Army Intelligence. 
Again she is taken - again rescued - this time with the dossier in her possession, and 
the three escape together, but Nick dies on the way. Average action tale - slightly 
ancten regime. 

February 11 


Burt, Katharine Newlin LADY IN THE TOWER Macrae-Smith 
$2.00 

Melodramatic to martyred touches for the tragi-romance of the house, 
Castania, where young Philip Grise was found murdered, and suspicion was centered on 
the governess, Enid Ambrose, his latest flirtation. Spending a lifetime in hiding, 
Enid never knows security, and her daughter, Jenny, returns to Castania determined to 
clear her mother. There many engage her affections - and her doubts:- Felicity Grise, 
Philip's wife, saintly and invalided; Adam, her son, who suspects his mother; Roger 
Dean, a doctor, faithful to Felicity; Old Mrs. Grise, reviving hatreds and suspicions. 
Finally, it is Jenny who clears the mystery ‘of the past and prepares peace for the 
future of Felicity and Roger, Adam and herself. A renter which if more generous is 
considerably more agitated than the average. 


February 21 


Chidsey, Donald Barr PANAMA raSSAGE Doubleday, Doran 
: baeF 3.00 

I liked this - and learned a lot effortlessly, about a subject on which 
my knowledge was - to put it mildly - spotty, - the building of the Panama Canal. It 
is a story of dogged determination, of courage to face danger, disease, probable death, 
and discomfort, of vision to see beyond the confusion of the present, and of loyalty 
to an idea and to the few principals who stood by it. Harry Kellems, young engineer, 
leaves a newly married wife to go to Panama to seek at least enough of a fortune to 
keep his spoiled, rich, heedless Phyllis in some degree of comfort. And then she 
follows him - and en route meets and is fascinated by a soldier of fortune, Capt.Ward 
Wright, who turns out to be the chief menace to the Canal's completion, and Harry's 
bitterest enemy. The emotional conflicts are further intensified by Harry's uncon- 
fessed love for Madeline Desmoulins, whose father, an aristocrat and survivor of the 
French debacle, hated all Americans. But Harry believes in Phyl - and stands by her - 
though all of Panama gossips. Their story is told against the panorama of a great 
engineering feat, beset with disaster, marred by hatreds and jealousies, and finally 
accomplished to the lasting credit of two men, Dr. Gorgas, who conquered the yellow 
peril, and Col. Goethals, who came late, but saw the Canal through to success. An 
historical novel with an unusual setting ~- and a good story as well. 


Clark, Eleanor THE BITTER BOX 4 |b Doubleday, Doran 
| $2.50 

The escape of a bank clerk from his cage (literally as well as figurative- 
ly), as Spring proves too much for Mr. Temple, efficient machine in the teller's cage. 
His personal odyssey combines parable and satire in unassuming proportions. Mr. 
Temple gets caught up with "the comrades" - and to his surprise thoroughly enjoys the 
Party activities and characters. He broods over Hilda and her love for Mark; he suf- 
fers Rose as a sleeping companion, and he is terrorized by his nemesis, sinister, om- 


Cism of the institution and its people underlines his growing hatred of symbols he had | 
taken for granted. In the end he steals and is saved by Hilda, who - divorced from 
the Party - and with Mark dead - has found in her baby son a real reason for living. 
Mr. Temple, stripped of job, companionship, beliefs, balances out his books... A story 
- thin spun - of an inoffensive conervative translated into questing radical; better 
as an idea than as an accomplished fact. The writing is frequently superior to the 
subject matter. And the humor - indicated by the publishers ~ seems to us wholly in- 
cidental and in no sense a dominant factor or even a noticeable factor in the book. 
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February 21 
Walworth, Dorothy NICODEMUS Houghton, Mifflin 


$2.50 

Four, in search of an answer, for a questioning novel of modern values, 
and the solution, as found at least partially, in faith. Job Tatum, fashionable mini- 
ster, in middle years is beginning to doubt the sincerity of his belief. He escapes 
to the slum level for a time, gets a firmer sense of conviction, and returns to his 
church. Paralleled and contrasted with him are Nick Romney, actor, married too young, 
too superficial Melita, and recognizing too late the worthlessness of her attractions; 
Gladys, in love with a private who is killed overseas, and whose ignorant idealism 
brings her to the church which fails to give her the answer; Laura, whose middle-aged, 
meaningless existence lead: her from panacea topanacea -— and eventually to religion. 
No dogma, but a resolution to some extent of human failure and bewilderment through 
the higher powers of the church. Handled with a nice sense of values - but without 
the popular appeal that a similar theme focussed on one character (as in Keys of the 


Kingdom, The Gauntlet etc.) has for the general public. 
February 27 


Charles, Joan AND THE HUNTER HOME Harper 
$2.50 
Palatable problem handling in a semi-serious, semi~psychological novel of 
rehabilitation of the returnees. Alan, missing in the Pacific for three years, re- 
turns to his invalid mother, his now grown-up sister Debbie, and his girl, Marcia. 
Alan is restless, unsure, irritated by the over-display of welcome, the pressure ap- 
plied by Marcia and her father to get him into a routine job, and by Marcia's self- 
righteous prudery. He asks Paul, his closest Army friend, a young psychoneurologist, 
to stay with him, and finds himself more at ease. He breaks with Marcia and finds in 
Jean the things he had missed, and finally, ina public housing scheme secures the 
work which satisfies his conscience and idealism. A touch above the common renter. 


Castle, Marian DEBORAH Morr ow 
$2.50 

Feminine slant with appeal for the Ferber-Hurst market. Deborah - always 

an efficient rebel, elbows her way from the Dakota prairies to college, and marriage 

to a teacher who was no fighter and who left her with three children to raise. Her 

manoeuvers to win dependable Ira are successful, but her children, rebels in their 

way, escape her domination, and fight the battle of emancipation in Chicago of the 

'20's and '30's. Deborah's youngest daughter dies leaving little Linda, whose sense 

of reality brings them through to balance when they are forced to return to Deborah's | 

Old home there to fight through the dustbowl] existence and face the changes the war 

brings.... Confusion of culture and conventionality, of religion and respectability, 

finally resolved in the re-establishment of discarded values as Deborah's life goes 

full circle - from farm to city and back to the land. 


rPebrurry-ee = Par’ 
Brennan, Dan NEVER SO YOUNG AGAIN Poerer~t Rinehart + iif 
$2.50 
In the vein of Shore Leave, another novel of fliers, of the intensity of 
short term sensation, the invalidation of real emotion, the pace and strain which aged 
them quickly, the experiences they forgot slowly. This is the story of Mark, whose 
best friend was burned to death in the plane they flew, whose girl, Diana, cannot al- 
ways manage to forget the boy she loved before Mark, another flier who had died. It 
is the story of operations out of England, of the next to last one for Mark in which 
his plane was shot to pieces; of a hospital stay, and a leave - with Diana, and of y 
Diana's death in an air raid. And finally of a transfer back to America - and the 
lasting hangover of faces he can't escape. Authentic-effective-autobiographical testi- 
monial to those who came back. 


l. 9 
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Febriary ? 1/13 


White, Max IN THE BLAZING LIGHT Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.75 
* In 1940 Max White published a novel, Jtger, Tiger, an extraordinary novel 


about a modern painter which made painting come alive. But it failed to catch the 
imagination of the public and did not sell as it deserved to sell. Now - five years 
later ~- he offers another full-length portrait of an artist, this time an artist out 
of the past, Spain's Francisco Goya who battled the Church's terrorizing Inquisition 
and the Court's slavish acceptance of foreign schools of art. Goya lived during the 
pre-Napoleonic era, characterized by the shoddy grandeur of baroque Venice and the 
Versailles of Louis XVI. An enigma, he courted fame in society that represented all 

he hated in life and art. Here is a record of forty years of intrigue, bribery, black- 
mail, against a backdrop of unscrupulous men, terrorized, poverty-stricken masses, an 
immoral Court, a depraved Holy Office. Through the women in his life, Goya achieved 
honors and privileges of royal patronage. He married the Court painter's sister; he 
wooed the beautiful young Unknown; he was offered a strange pact by the Duchess of 
Osuna; and throughout his career, the tormenting love of his life was the Duchess of 
Alba. Then there is the other Goya, the peasant's son, who abandoned his royal com- 
missions to express true Spanish art in his etchings, who numbered strange people among 
his friends. White's background is rich, authentic -- his protagonist stands out in 
full color, a determined sometimes confused man who grew to live in the blazing light 
of his own genius. An imaginative, full-bodied, fast-paced biographical novel - for 
those who liked Frances Winwar's Life of the Heart and Irving Stone's Lust for Life. 


Rogers, Phillips STAG NIGHT Prentice-Hall 
$2.50 

A faithful, if flat-toned, cross section of a stag night at a private club, 
from the kitchen to the entertainers to the members, in all its expensive shoddiness, 
dreary dissolution. There is Bill Edson, the President, 65 and ready to revive his 
lust for Fatima, an aging seven-veils' dancer; there is Viola and her violin keyed to 
arouse sex rather than art; there is Chadwicke, the club wolf, whose offensive is stale- 
mated by protective colleagues; and all the others, downstairs and up, momentarily in- 
volved in the progress of the evening's entertainment which is - all in all -a sorry, 


second-rate affair. 
ROUNDERS AND ROUNDUPS 


January 25 


Eby, Lois & Fleming, John C. THE CASE OF THE MALEVOLENT TWIN Dutton 
, $2.00 
Tricky tale of double dealing and death as Carole Lauzanne, fearing trouble 
for her rich father when his twin brother is released from prison, persuades Cass Benta 
to fly her west to survey the situation. Suspecting that her father has been murdered 
and is now imperSonated by his brother, a theft, attempted killing, and murder add to 
her apprehension. Carole and Cass interfere, investigate, and at the end get told off 
in a reverse solution. O.K. 


January 30 
Lockridge, Frances & Richard MURDER WITHIN MURDER Lippincott 
' $2.00 
° Gompanionable as ever, the trio of Mr. and Mrs. North and Lt. Weigand, find 


as a prelude for two current killings, the research on old unsolved crimes, which is 

the basis for a book Mr. North is to publish. Pam, with her intuition sparking fast, 
s the right idea but the wrong persons; Weigand, with the mass production of police 

procedure behind him, gets the right person at the right time. On the button. 
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February 15 


Ernenwein, L. RIO RENEGADE McBride 
$2.00 


The rooting-tooting-routine for ranch and girl trouble - as Jim Fayette, 
with the killing of one of his employers, refuses to submit tamely to the violence 
and threats of the Harlequin gang. His other employer, and his daughter whom Fayette 
loves, turn against him, but Fayette, to save the ranch for her, continues his warfare 
when her father is killed, settles the gang's hash, and gets his girl back. Active, 


February 21 


Davis, Lavinia R. BARREN HERITAGE Doubleday, Doran 
$2.00 


Murder in the back hills of New Jersey as Cecily, visiting rich, dopineer- 
ing Cousin Edith sees her household disintegrate when the servants leave, a butler is 
killed, and a mysterious presence is suspected in the house. With John Wescoat, of 
the Army, Cecily lays wide a Nazi spy ring and exposes an escaped prisoner. Inoffen- 
sive amd certainly innocuous. 


MacKinnon, Allan MONEY ON THE BLACK Doubleday, Doran 
$2.00 
Organized theft headed for a recognized, but unassailable, blackmarket in 
London is the objective of David Stanner's 16 day leave as he joins his old Chief, 
Duncan MacCallum, at Scotland Yard. Ina speedup chase, involving several murders and 
slick counterplotting, David and MacCallum are at last successful in apprehending the 


brains behind the ring. Lively. 


February-26 3] 19 


Nelson C. BLOOD OF KINGS Macmillan 
$2. 00 
More mock misadventures in the saddle saga of Wild Horse Shorty, his dude 
ranch and his stock of no-good nags, as Shorty buys a blooded palomino and is tricked 
with an albino mare. How Shorty plans a movie career for his mare, and fails; how to 
save his ranch, he runs her in an Open Championship and she balks at a cat; and final- 
ly how he wins an even larger purse in a mountain race. Unbloodied, unbowed western 


Nye, 


comedy. 


February 27 V 


Chute, Verne FLIGHT OF AN ANGEL Morrow 
: V $2.00 

Some good - and some not so good — touches ina gent on the jump yarn, as 
a yietim of amnesia is confronted with three identities, two women, a murder charge, 
and gang threats, as parts of his probable background. His inquiries lead him into 
death traps and murder, and from Los Angeles to San Francisco he pieces together evi- 
dence, until, not only does he clear himself to the police's satisfaction but is also 
able to revenge himself on the gang, and be sure of his real identity. Zippy. 


February 28 


Daly, Elizabeth SOMEWHERE IN THE HOUSE Farrar & Rinehart 
: $2 .00 
Puzzle 1" the past for bibliophile Gamadge as he is retained by an old, 
and blooded, family for the opening of a sealed room and the search for a valuable 
button collection, The finding of a very old corpse provides immediate impetus for a 
Mew killing, related at the close by Gamadge as he forces a suicide confessional. A 
pleasing performance, in modest, modulated manner. 
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Dell Publishing Co. - for January - Each $.25 
© Wire, Harold Channing - TRAIL OF INDIAN BEEF 
Taylor, Phoebe Atwood - SPRING HARROWING 


Prouty, Olive Higgins - NOW VOYAGER 


Garden City - for January 
Original — $1.00 


colony, Jerry - WHO THREW THAT COCQANUT 


Pocketbooks -— for January - Rach $.25 
ha tle 
’ Baldwin, Faith ~ WHITE COLLAR GIRL ~ Hadtow, Jimmy - THEY'LL DO IT EVERY TIME 
(Cartoons ) 
» Bower, Be M - THE WHOOP-UP TRAIL an 
Postgate, Raymond — THE VERDICT OF TWELVE 


, Christie, Agatha - THE BODY IN THE LIBRARY 


Triangle Books - for January - Each $.49 


Bower, B. M. ~ WHITE WOLVES Gardner, Earle Stanley - CASE OF THE SILENT 
PARTNER 

Culver, Alice Ross -— FOURWAYS . 

Norris, Kathleen - BREAD INTO ROSES 


Seton, Anya -—- DRAGONWYCK 


Items for Special Note 


Bilingual Series - Russian - English texts - Transatlantic Arts - Each $%.75 | 
Set of 4 - $3.00 i 


Gogol, Nikolai - THE GREATCOAT Tolstoi - TWO TALES i 


Pushkin - THREE TALES Turgenev — MUMU 


Russian — English texts on opposite pages, for those who-are learning another tongue. 
The increasing demand for Russian text books and language books and the growing aware- 
ness of the importance of mutual understanding should give these books a substantial 
sendoff. Selections made for introductory volumes are in form brief enough to appeal 
to comparative beginners, as sound follow through on second or third year of self 
study. Suggest also to veterans who have made a start at studying Russian and to stu- 
dents with basic knowledge. 


Steinbeck, John New Edition of THE PORTABLE STEINBECK Viking 

$2.00 

@ The war stories which were syndicated through the Herald-Tribune outlets 
are included in this new edition, appearing for the first time in book form. That alone 


‘makes this a "@teinbeck first" for collectors. There's an introduction by Lewis 

Gannett on Steinbeck, the Writer. One of the most successful of this excellent series 

this new edition of The Portable Steinbeck should roll up substantial sales. (Coming 
1/21) 












‘ 
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No Must Books with ready made markets, but don’t overlook... 


Vera Micheles Dean's useful FOUR CORNERSTONES OF PEACE (Whittlesey); the best veterans! 
handbook to date, THE VETERANS PROGRAM by Charles Hurd (Whittlesey); and the appealing 
sequel to BORN IN PARADISE, ALOHA by Armine von Tempski (Duell, Sloan & Pearce). See 


below. 








PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS ~- Non-fiction 
January 4 


Adams, J. Donald ~ &d. THE TREASURE CHEST Dutton 
$2 .50 

Whether or not the publication of The Practical Cogitator (Houghton - see 
P. 353) had anything to do with the postponement of this title to January I wouldn't 
be likely to know. But for the sake of both books - and both good ones + the later 
date for The Treasure Chest will profit it, even though it is a book for the long pull 
and not the quick sale. The column called Treasure Chest - and Adams' own department 
Speaking of Books in The New York Times Book Review have combined to make Adams take 
his place as guide and counselor to many who were seeking just such pegs for thought 
as he affords then. In Jhe Practical Cogitator Greenslet and Curtis have .brought to- 
gether their personal selections for an anthology of passages taken from people who had 
something to say and the gift of saying it. Here Adams has gone back for the greater 
part to the 17th and 18th century contemplative prose and reflective writing; there are ~ 
more provocative passages ~ and fewer off the beaten track. I took to heart his own 
quoted comment from Osgood on The Art of Reading in examining the text - and I hope I 
qualify adequately under Coleridge's Types of Readers as well! A book for Winter fire- 


sides. 
January 9 


Dean, Vera Micheles THE FOUR CORNERSTONES OF PEACE Whittlesey 
$200 SO 
Reported on P. 483 when scheduled for Fall publications as follows:- "Any 
one who has heard Mrs. Dean on the lecture platform will welcome the news that she has 
prepared the primer of international affairs and contributed her own clarity of under- 
standing and commentary. Addressed to the citizen, this is a view of the peace con- 
ference of the past year - the mechanics of peace which are powerless, ineffectual, un- 
less supported by an informed, responsible public opinion. Dunbarton Oaks, its ten key 
points, and a comparison with the League of Nations' covenant: the issues of sovereign- 
ty; the Yalta Conference, peace for Germany, the government of Poland, the voting form- 
ula; the Mexico City conference, the question of Argentina, the Act of Chapultepec, a 
United America in the United Nations; the San Francisco conference as a liberalization 
of Dumbarton Oaks, three votes for Russia, the veto power, the trusteeship System; the 
Berlin conference and the Potsdam Declaration. Peace with Japan and our coming problems 
in Asia. Factual, informative, elementary -— but one could wish for more contribution 
on the part of Mrs Dean by way of analysis and enlargement. It should be a useful hand- 
book, keyed to perhaps a more acute intellectual market than the Arne book (see P. 353)! 


January 23 


Cooper, Page NAVY NURSE Whittlesey 
$2 75 SO 

An overall picture of modern Florence Nightingales, this account of the 

Navy Nurse Corps, in fleet hospitals, hospital ships, at base hospitals, in flight. 

From the Pacific, South and North, Cuba, England, Oran, to work at the various types of 

hospitals in this country, here are the nurses who are seasoned veterans of battle and 

medical miracles of today. There are the individual stories of life on and off duty; 

the many unusual casualties and survivors in their care; the extra contributions that 

helped morale; hospital ships, urses who were Jap prisoners; nurses who found romance. 

A good composite picture of this service, 
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January 28 wu 


Wilder, Margaret B. ‘ HURRY UP AND WAIT  . Whittlesey 
— $2.50 

This is a sequel to Stnce You Went Away (whose fame rests chiefly on its 
use as a title for a picture which resembled it not at all!) - and we think it a better 
book on all counts. This continues the jam today, damn tomorrow experiences of war 
duration widow Anne, her two daughters, Brig and Jan, and the indispensable domestic, 
Fidelia. With slighter touch, and less sentimentality than the first, this is feminine 
family reportage --- of Anne's editorial job on an army paper out at the field, of the 
bachelor attentions of Tony, suspected by the girls and Fidelia; of the selling of the 
book and the gold-plated, be-in-Hollywood directive from Selznick; of her importation 
of the two girls and the loosing of two innocents on Hollywood; of Hollywood's effect 
on them all, and the pleasant surrender to extravagance as they buy clothes, a car, a 
house, and are ready to settle there when a letter from Tim (now in England) changes 
the future. Petticoat peripatetics, impulsively, intimately styled. 


January 29 


Pitter, Ruth THE BRIDGE Macmillan 

$1.50 

This small volume of verse was written during the hard war years in England 

by a young poet who has published other volumes of merit, - notably The Spirit Watches 
and 4 Trophy of Arms. She responds to the terrible stress of the times with a subtle 
and pleasing sense of affirmation. Her love of nature, of beauty, of birds, of life, 
and love is sensitively expressed with a fine and individual ear for the music of 
English verse. Without being in any sense "modernistic" she seems abreast of and at- 
tuned to her times. Miss Pitter's book will not command a large audience; but it is a 
creditable and charming addition to the mass of English poetry. 


Zz 
January 4? 


Price, Willard KEY TO JAPAN John Day 
$3.50 
Have you any customers who are asking for a book of straight information 
about Japan to send to the boys with the Army of Occupation - to read for themselves 
so as to know what Japan is like - to answer the hundred and one questions that a close- 
up contact with Japan raises? Here is their book. we have had numerous other more 
scholarly and analytical approaches - Willard Price has supplied some of them himself. 
But so far as I know, this is the only contemporary book which covers a wide range of 
topics in succinct, definitive form. Short chapters - text like expanded notes - and 
the result? - An overall picture of city and country, of peasant and emperor and all 
ranks between, of houses and inns and places of entertainment, of food and drink of 
baths, of gardens, of sports (all militaristic in aim), of Korea, Manchuria, the islands, 
of military leaders, political dangerheads, and the handful of liberals, of politics 
and economics and industry and schools, of preparations for the next war - and of the 
job of our occupation forces. Throughout there are bits of anecdote, of biographical 
jottings of history, of drama, of color - of the beauty of Japan and the ugliness. A 
useful handbook - we hope it will be carefully cross indexed. 


Briggs, Susan Lennox, R.N. HOME NURSING WITH CONFIDENCE 7 Chester R. Heck 
(33 West 42nd Street, NY 18) $1.50 


A primer on home nursing which covers the essentials of bed care, from 
keeping the patient comfortable to the physical layout of the sickroom, making of the 
bed, maintenance of the chart, and so on. Special factors such as contagious diseases, 
care of the skin, convalescence, diet, medication, care of the very young and very old. 
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January ?? 


Chester R. Heck 
$2.00 


An adequate beginner's book - but little more, ina how-to-do-book, with 
a modern slant, which covers the essentials of home decoration. Here are the general 
basic aims for treatment of walls, windows, floors, furniture, color, arrangement, 
floor space - the problems and the answers. This book and the one on the preceding 
page are two of the titles ina series of ten to be edited by Gladys Beckett Jones, 
director of the Garland School in Boston. They seem very elementary - their value 


chiefly for adult education. 


Mills, John ENGINEER IN SOCIETY Van Nostrand 
$2.50 

We are accustomed to think of Van Nostrand publications as almost wholly 
in the technical and scientific fields. Here is a book that bears out their recent 
decision to edge gradually into the general trade field. But it doesn't edge very far. 
The market is still geared to the engineers and scientists who are interested in the 
human equation and the future of their personal status, and the use of their virtually 
unexploited powers of value to the society in which they live. This is a study of 
types of mind, of engineering attitudes, of two main groups - "S" people who find the 
similar factors and build on those ~ "D" people who sense only the dissimilar and tear 
down. The author seeks a balanced ration of creation, mental and physical routine; he 
feels that research men should continue as research men and not go into executive jobs; 
that salary factors must be brought into line - and finally'(one gathers this is what 


Parker, Kay Peterson DECORATING YOUR HOME 


he is leading up to) - that scientists and engineers must organize to protect their 
futures. 
Oe 
February 7 
Bodley, R.V.C. THE MESSENGER Doubleday, Doran 
$3.00 


There is singularly little material available - in biographical form - on 
the subject of Mohammed, and Bodley, whose Wind in the Sahara last season recorded his 
own life among the Arabs, in this new book gives us a lively informative life story of 
“the messenger". The new awareness of the Arabs as a force in world politics makes 
this singularly timely, and much of what he tells will be news to the Western world. 

Did you know that the ratio of practising Moslems is today greater than that of Chris-— 
tians or Jews and that they are steadily adding to that number? Did you know that 
Islam was a direct outgrowth of Judaism and Christianity - and that the factors we 
identify with Islam (polygamy, circumcision, dietary laws, abstention from alcohol, 
etc.) are survivals of necessary physical precautions of the day and accepted practices? 
Did you know that the Koran is the one religious book that has survived 1200 years un- 
changed? While primarily a life of Mohammed, from a boyhood: and youth in well-to-do 
surroundings, which permitted good education, travel, and a practical if not very pro- 
fitable job as a traveling salesman (he later married his "boss" — the first of his 
wives, whom he loved always) ~- to twenty years of steadily growing fame and adulation : 
as a great religious leader, never claiming divinity, but simply a charge from the One 
-God, Allah. Persecution - violence - a slow growth of sound basic organization — the 
gradual recording of the revelations combined later into The Koran —- the establishment 
as lace rea of faith and a new and austere way of life ~ occasional defeat, but in 
sn ee ctory over foes at home and abroad. He died, realizing the development of 
m6 Vv : on, the far reaches of its future. The book ends with brief mention of the 
peice) te nema an d aeons degredation, but in the main what Bodley gives us is an 
Fn Sidhe “ged > Sie engin of a man with elements of greatness, whose personality 
seliind y e faith to which he gave life. Not always easy reading, but re- 

rding and worth while. Good bibliography for future study. 
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February <& 
Hurd, Charles THE VETERANS’ PROGRAM Whittlesey 
: $2 . 00 
* We've had a lot of attempts along this line - but this one comes off - and 


it is about time. The most clean cut and comprehensive handbook on every phase of the 
veteran program - of utmost value to any veteran or veteran counsellor (check your 
local set-ups of veterans’ administration - USEP - Selective Service, etc.) - and 
covering all the veteran legislation in authentic, informed manner. The author is al- 
ready widely known through his Sunday section of the N. Y. Times - a guide to veterans’ 
problems. This book will supplement such personal advice as can be had at a Veterans’ 
center. Hurd clarifies the education rights, the rights of reemployment, employment, 
hospitalization, pensions, insurance, etc. etc. at times he may seem a little too 
optimistic about solving the problems, but always he is realistic about what problems 
exist. The last section is composed of questions and answers, and the index makes it 
useful for quick reference. 


February 14 33+ 3/¢ 


7 


Walworth, Arthur BLACK SHIPS OFF JAPAN Knopf 
$3.00 
An historical, well-documented account of Com. Perry's two years of iron- 
fisted imperialism, perfect coordination of diplomatic and naval strategy, culminating 
in the Treaty of Kanagawa of 1854. Perry arrived off the shores of Japan with a power- 
ful naval squadron, loaded with the products of American industrial genius, and autho- 
rized State Department orders (written by himself). With the benefit of two dress re- 
hearsals in Manifest Destiny power politics, at the Ryukyu and Bonin Islands, the 
Commodore commenced two years of bluff, intrigue astute diplomacy, grand pageantry, 
social graces and shows of force. At one low point of negotiations, Perry secretly 
proposed that the U. S. fortify the Ryukyus as a threat to Japan. But Perry finally 
triumphed without bloodshed, and opened the way for the Trade Treaty of 1858. This 
material is drawn from journals of the Commodore and his men, and gives a picture of 
a terrorized, superstitious, totalitarian Japan, much as we know it. . Academic and 
scholarly in style and approach, but a sound basis for understanding Japan and this 
phase of history. 


February 15 _p 


Gervasi, Frank TO WHOM PALESTINE? Appleton-Century 
$2.50 

Long familiar with the Mediterranean area through his assignment first to 
Italy, then - with 1939 - to the Near East and again and again to Palestine, Gervasi 
writes out of an informed and sympathetic approach to the Palestinian puzzle. He sup- 
plies the reader with basic information on the country and the people, the nature of 
British policy, the Jewish colonization movement, the part played by Palestine in the 
war, and the part played by Jews as soldiers and as a force in the world. He gives one 
insight into the part played by oil in world politics - particularly Middle Eastern 
politics, and analyzes the factors back of the outbreaks of terrorism. And in final 
analysis, he presents his plea for a Jewish national homeland, weighing all claims in 
the balance, and showing how Jews can survive, physically and economically in the Holy 
Land, as history - since the Balfour Paper - has born witness. He sees the White Paper 
as appeasement politics directed to the Arab League. He denies the possibility of a 
pan-Moslem pact, and asserts Russia's detachment from Palestine, A highly informative 
but volatile vindication of Jewish claims, which is perhaps too emotional to be ob- 
jective. Controversial. Indexed. 


February 19 


Adamson, Col. Hans Christian EDDIE RICKENBACKER Macmillan 
$2.75 


A flattering picture of a national war hero from a boyhood in Columbus to 
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the sensational rescue froma raft in the Pacific. Is this a case of movie-into-book? 
We meet him as a pugnacious, aggressive kid, wage earner at eleven; a teen ager fas- 
cinated by the newly developing automobile industry, in on the ground floor, a highly 
paid trouble shooter. Then his career as speed driver - his air battles as he became 
am American ace in W.W.I. And finally the story of the crash - the days on the raft - 
the rescue, an ordeal shared by the author. Good material made unexciting either as 
biography or writing. 














February 9 3/19 


Tallant, Robert VOODOO IN NEW ORLEANS Macmillan 
$2.50 

Interesting investigation and straightforward handling of sensational 
times and tricksters, of the cult of voodooism in all its manifestations. From its 
first known appearances in New Orleans of 200 years ago, here are the fetishes and 
formulae, the rites and dances, the cures, charms and gris-gris. Here were the witch- 
doctors and queens, and in particular a Doctor John who acquired fame and fortune, and 
Marie Laveau who with her daughter dominated the weird underworld of voodoo for a 
century. Voodoo today, subdued but still active, from the drug store counters to the 
more secret practices withheld from the white world. A carefully detailed inquiry and 
expose which has a certain fascination - in a special field. 


February 20 


Ward, Harold - Fd. NEW WORLDS IN MEDICINE McBride 
; $5.00 
An extensive, enlightening anthology of medicine, its history, actuality 
and implications to society, which includes some of the best writing in specialized 
fields, by authorities, accessible to the general reader without popularization. War 
and medicine; progress in World War II in surgery; blood; pathology; biochemistry; 
bacteria and viruses; immunities; glands; epidemics; cancer; growth; old age; anes- 
thesia and antisepsis; nutrition; alcoholism; heredity and mental disease; preventive 
medicine and psychomatic medicine; psychiatry; public health; the Mayo Clinic, and so 
on. Able editing and selection make this an impressive introduction to present day 


medicine. , 
th) Ak 


in Beeruary 21 
2 : 
Cleveland, R.M. & Graham, @.P. AVIATION ANNUAL 1946 Doubleday, Doran 


$3.50 or $4.00 
A standard annual, which surveys the field and reports to the nation on 
the accomplishments of air power, - in Army Air force, through and after Invasion; in 
Naval Air (particularly carrier warfare); aircraft manufacturing, commercial airlines, 
private flying, research, education, new types of planes, etc. Forewords by leading 
figures - both civilian and military, this is both past history and view of things to 
come. Complete bibliography. Useful for the record. 


Funk, Wilfred THE WAY TO VOCABULARY POWER AND CULTURE Wilfred Funk, Inc. 
$3.75 

Too bad a good book on the power of words didn'tfind a better title than 
the awkward ome chosen. For I think it may prejudice people against what is an excel- 
lent vocabulary builder. Each section has its own test - and one finds it almost be- 
yord powers of resistance not to stop and test as one goes. Verbs-—nouns -adjectives-— 
adverbs with more than routine values - how to find and use them; synonyms, antonyms, 
metaphors; workaday words and words of value in business, politics and world affairs, 
in religion and ethics; words that enrich thought and speech and writing - often il- 
lustrated through their use by knownmasters of speech, Churchill, Roosevelt, and others. 
It's not a dictionary - but really a self-teacher on the power of words. 
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February 26 3(18 


Beard, Mary A. WOMEN AS A FORCE IN HISTORY Macmillan 
$3.50 

A learned study of the tradition and history of women - sex tested by re- 
alities in terms of law, religion, economics, society, education, politics, morality, 
philosophy. Mrs. Beard deals exhaustively with woman's legal subjection as propounded 
by Blackstone in his Commentaries; she discusses the decline of this version of common 
law, and the rise of women's legal rights with the rise of equity in the English speak- 
ing countries. Her historical panorama goes from the period of the Greeks to the 
present; the contribution to emancipation made through the industrial revolution; 
political freedom in varying degrees under democratic, fascistic and communistic states; 
the changes from thereformation on in moral and religious independence - and her own 
interpretation of the function of women in historical change. She urges that the 
reality of the force of women in history be accepted in the interests of truth by 
historians, and she demonstrates how history of the Western World might appear if so 
viewed. A book primarily for historians and sociologists - scarcely for the general 
lay public. 


Maura, Sister M. INITIATE THE HEART %7~ rt" Macmillan 
$1.75 

A small volume of intense and sincere religious verse, that Catholic read- 
ers will appreciate. More deeply felt than Skilled, her verse has the power of express-— 
ing many moods and thoughts native to a devout member of a religious order. Sometimes 
her poems are a personal expression, sometimes they reflect her sensitive reaction to 
her trying experiences in several of the zones of war. She has used simple words and 
rhythms, and she shows a true if not highly trained lyric gift. Her deep devotion and 
nobility command the respect of her audience, 


February 27 _— 


Dunlap, Orrin E., dr. RADAR Harper 
$2.50 


In this book - designed for the layman - one sees the steps by which science 
brought together all its related findings to create what has proved perhaps the most 
important instrument or device used in the war, as evidenced by the government investing 
3 billion during the war years in radar as against 2 billion in the atomic bomb. The 
contributions made by scientists of other countries - the teamwork of British and Ameri- 
can scientists - the work of the Radiation Laboratory at M.I.T. - and the wide range of 
effort contributed by the cooperating industries. Interesting reading made out of one 
of the war's most closely guarded secrets, with hints of peacetime applications. 


Weber, Julia MY COUNTRY SCHOOL DIARY ~kei weeeer, 1. Harper 
$2.50 

A heartening picture of four years in 4 one teacher school, not without its 
disappointments, fears and despair, which nonetheless proves the value of social goals 
and flexible programs. Here is the rural school, with a new teacher, new ideas. Through 
four years - 1936 through 1939 - the children developed self control, wider understand- 
ing, and the ability to take what they learned out into the family and neighborhood and 
nation. Here is the process of validating and rejecting, of challenging work, of under- 
standing the individual and individual needs, of watching the response to group living. 
At the end of each year came realization that the final results paid dividends. A New 
Jersey school —- a perceptive alive teacher - this brings a human touch to the too usual 
technical books in pedagogy of isolated, impersonal information. 


Freeman, Larry & Stern, Edith M. MASTERING YOUR NERVES < Harper 
$2.00 
Simple self-help which varies on the theme of nervous tension, pointing 
that nerves must find an out. How to discharge that tension in work, relaxation, talk, 
in outside enterprises, in helping others. Physical props, the right diet and routine. 
Innocuous but reduced to lowest common denominator - on a topic by no means new. 
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February 27 Y 


Helton, Roy COME BACK TO EARTH Harper f 
$2.00 

Roy Helton has produced another volume of lyrics proclaiming his undying 
faith in love, beauty nature and above all the “here and now". (Alos-— his deathless 
quarrel with the political scene, economics and the future.) With a faint touch - now 
of A.E. Housman, now of Emily Dickinson, about the music of his poetry - lacking the 
genius that supplied the spark - he still contrives graceful if somewhat monotonous 
verse. He is readable and pleasant, and there is a sense of eternal youth about him 
that should give him quite a wide appeal. In previous works, such as Lonesome Water 
and that eerie novel of the Carolina mountains, Nitchey Tilley, he has won a place for 
himself among the younger regional writers. 


Milholland, Ray PAY DAY Vy Morrow 
Y $2.50 
An objective approach to the general picture of labor-management relation- 
ships, in another book on the subject, a book which has particular merit in the keen 
evaluation of strong and weak points of both sides. The author analyzes the struggle, 
looking behind to thoughts and acts that make good or bad feeling, that produce strikes 
or maximum production. He discusses such moot questions as piece work vs. straight 
time, regulations made without consultation, job security, labor-management committees, 
etc. All handled with a light, humorous, human touch too often lacking in such books. 











Late-February 2/2 


« 








von Tempski, Armine ALOHA Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.75 
This picks up the thread of that autobiography of youth on a Hawaiian 
ranch, Born in Paradise (DSP and Literary Suild selection - 1940) - and carries on to q 








her marriage and the mainland. With the death of her father, she and her younger ° 
brother and sister went to the states, wandered the West, lived ona Navajo Reservation 
~ and there she met Bill, who was to divorce his wife and marry her. The little family 
return to the islands and run a phenomenally successful guest ranch. And Armine - / 
waiting news of Bill's freedom - teaches school in unorthodox but successful fashion, 
until she finds that Bill has reneged. Then, seeking escape from heartbreak, she 
travels, runs a stable, publishes her first book, seeks a chaperone for the ranch, and 
finally finds the man she eventually marries... The story has much of the quality of 
the earlier book, in the charm of the islands and the life there, the delight in the 
halcyon days and the contrast of low moments. There's not quite the freshness of Born 


Paradise - and there's the same tendency to lushness, over-effusiveness, that mars 
the whole. | 











Haynes, Williams SOUTHERN HORIZONS Van Nostrand 
$2, 75 

An optimistic picture of the future of the South and a technical appraisal 
of her struggle for industrial revolution, despite a hangover of the South, unrecon- 
structed, both politically and economically. The author sees a thread of hope in the 
leaders encouraging development of chemurgic products from linseed and cottonseed oils, 
ramie, lignin, rosin, etc. The vast stores of hydroelectric power are being exploited 
- money is being put back into flood control, soil conservation, reclamation, educa- 
tion, and above all, research. The South is determined to give the North a race for 


rosperity. 
P Pp y Foferenarec \ 


Harrar, E. S. A GUIDE TO SOUTHERN TREES Whittlesey = __ 
$4 Wye) i, “ oO 


Already reported for fall publication - P. 355, as "not a field guide but 
an encyclopedia of information for technical reference shelves. The introduction gives 
definitions, identification characteristics, significance of specific characters. Then 
come keys to generic groups - 10 classifications and under each specimen the facts are 
marshalled,-habit, leaves, flowers, twigs, bark, etc. Includes shrubs and vines. Glossary." 
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PLEASE NOT& THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 

Coward McCann | 

Armstrong, Charlotte - THE UNSUSPECTED - definite date 1/21 480 
Doubleday, Doran 

Ortloff & Raymore. - GARDEN PLANNING AND BUILDING - postponed to 1/10 354 
Dutton 

Timasheff, N. S. -— THE GREAT RETREAT - from 2/?? to 3/1 542 
Knopf 

Schuman, F. L..- - SOVIET POLITICS ~ from 1/17 to 2/11 . 503 
Putnam 

Mellor, W. B. ~ PATTON: FIGHTING MAN - definite date 1/18 486 
Scribner 

Bonner, Marjorie - THE SHAPES THAT CREEP — from 4/?? to 1/??/46 145 
Stmon & Schuster 3 

Boyle, Kay - A FRENCHMAN MUST DIE - from 2/?? to 4/?? ’ §34 

Goodman, Jack-fd. - WHILE YOU WERE GONE ~- from 1/?? to 2/?? 482 


Note:- Probably end of the month sales conferences will release a flood of date changes. 
But at the moment, this is the end of the season round-up. 


Again we break our promise to ourselves and report two late comers 


Kahn, Chief Warrant Officer E.J. FIGHTING DIVISIONS Infantry Journal 
& McLemore, Tech. S¢t. Henry $2.50 


They deserve it - those soldiers of the ground combat divisions ~ the Army's 
fighting core - this permanent record of the Army Divisions, their shoulder insignia, 
the things they stand for, the achievements that are theirs. "Now it can be told”. 

This book is not a complete history, but it will give the highlights of that history. 
Civilians should know - and combat troops will have this book as evidence of why each 
individual division was the best of the lot. A book that will be permanently valuable 
for ready reference - on library shelves - in veterans’ centers - in private libraries. 
Illustrated with maps, charts, and the insignia in black and white and in color. 


Maloney, Tom - Edited by U. S. CAMERA 1946 U. S. Camera — and 
Steichen, oe Edward - photographs. selected by Duell, Sloan & Pearce - $4.50 


It is hard to say "this is the best photographic book" - but at least we 
can say "this is the best - yet". And that ina span of years when photography has 
been one of the important weapons, and the war has been wholly recorded through the 
lens. This is U. S. Camera's third volume, ~ 1944, 1945, 1946. The current volume 
contains some of the pictures made famous in other collections - pictures that are 
dramatic, history making, moving documents of human tragedy and human joy, and a record 
of the greatest panorama of devastation conceived by man. And the text offers almost 
as wide variety -— with relief in bits of humor and verse, as well as narrative and pen 
portraiture. This is a book to turn back to again and again, with its record of om 
march to Victory. 









